Sophia

Art History vs. Art Appreciation

by Sophia

WHAT'S COVERED

This tutorial covers the difference between art history and art appreciation. The specific areas of
focus include:

1. Purpose of Art Appreciation

Art appreciation is the process of applying basic tools of visual literacy to understand and appreciate works of
art.

The advantage to this approach is that a person or art appreciator can understand something about the work
of art while understanding very little, or maybe nothing at all, about its history.

IN CONTEXT

As an art appreciator, you could look at a picture like this piece of cover art from the Book of Kells.
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Cover art from the Book of Kells

Being an art appreciator, you could use concepts such as composition, knowledge of color,
geometry, etc., to understand and appreciate this work of art.

The disadvantage to this approach is that you’d lose a broader sense of meaning associated with the work of
art. What ends up happening is that the work of art sort of stands alone without context.
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Thus, when evaluating a piece of art strictly through art appreciation, you get the sense that the work, while it
can be appreciated, is really standing alone. The meaning or story behind the work of art is completely lost
unless you’re able to expand upon what’s represented by fitting it into a broader social context.

@ TERM TO KNOW

Art Appreciation
The application of basic tools of visual literacy in order to understand and appreciate works of art

2. Purpose of Art History

Art history, as you know, is the academic study of the history and development of the visual arts; its purpose
is to place art in a social and historical context.

This approach ultimately has the advantage over art appreciation when evaluating works of art, because the
more information you have, the better an evaluation you can make.

If you had more context when looking at something such as that piece of cover art from theBook of Kells, you
could better understand the story behind that particular work of art.

Thus, if you can take a look at art and fit it within a broader social context using art history, you can see how
things such as war, religion, politics, and changes in technology have had an effect on not only the artist, but
on the artwork that was produced as well.

@ TERM TO KNOW

Art History
The academic study of the history and development of the visual arts

SUMMARY

In this tutorial, you learned that there is a difference between art appreciation and art history. While
the purpose of art appreciationis to apply the basic tools of visual literacy in order to understand and
appreciate works of art, the approach does not include the understanding of the works’ larger

context.

On the other hand, the purpose of art historyis to learn the history and development of visual art in
order to understand it as part of a larger social and historical context. This approach ultimately has the
advantage over art appreciation when evaluating works of art, because the more information you

have, the better your evaluation will be.

Good luck!

Source: THIS TUTORIAL WAS AUTHORED BY IAN MCCONNELL FOR SOPHIA LEARNING. Please see our
Terms of Use.
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Art Appreciation
The application of basic tools of visual literacy in order to understand and appreciate works of art.

Art History
The academic study of the history and development of the visual arts.
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