
Defining Academic Research Writing
by Sophia

  

In this lesson, you will learn what research writing is and what the process generally entails.

Specifically, this lesson will cover:

1. Qualities of Academic Research Writing

Research writing is writing that uses evidence (from journals, books, magazines, the Internet, experts, etc.) to
persuade or inform an audience about a particular point.

Research writing exists in a variety of different forms.

IN CONTEXT 

Academics, journalists, or other researchers might write articles for journals or magazines; other

scholars might create web pages that both use research to make some sort of point and that show

readers how to find more research on a particular topic. All of these types of writing projects can be

done by a single writer who seeks advice from others or by a number of writers who collaborate on

the project.

The form of research writing we will be focusing on in this course is academic research writing, which tends to
differ from other kinds of research writing in three significant ways:

1. Thesis statement: Academic research projects are organized around a thesis, or controlling idea, that

members of the intended audience would not accept as common sense. What an audience accepts as

common sense depends a great deal on the audience, which is one of the many reasons why what

"counts” as academic research varies from field to field. But in general, audiences want to learn

something new about a topic.

2. Evidence: Academic research projects rely almost exclusively on evidence in order to back up their

claims. Academic research writers use evidence, or facts and details that support an argument, in order to

convince their audiences of their position. Of course, all writing uses other means of persuasion as well,

but readers of academic research writing are more likely to be persuaded by good evidence than

anything else.

3. Citation: Academic research projects use a detailed citation process in order to demonstrate to their
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readers where the evidence that supports the writer’s point came from. Unlike most types of non-

academic research writing, academic research writers provide their readers with a great deal of detail

about where they found the evidence they are using to support their point. This process is called citation,

and we will discuss it in greater depth in later lessons.

  TERMS TO KNOW

Research Writing

Writing that uses evidence (from journals, books, magazines, the Internet, experts, etc.) to

persuade or inform an audience about a particular point.

Thesis Statement

The controlling idea of a piece of writing, expressed in a single sentence.

Evidence

Facts and details that support an argument.

Citation

An indication that words, ideas, or facts came from another source.

2. Process of Research Writing

No essay or book simply “appeared” one day from the writer’s brain; rather, all writing projects come together
after the writer, with the help of others, works through the process of writing.

An added component in the writing process of research projects is, obviously, research. Rarely does research
begin before some initial writing (even if it is nothing more than brainstorming or pre-writing exercises) takes
place, and research is usually not fully completed until the entire writing project is completed.

Instead, research comes into play at all parts of the process and can have a profound effect on the other
stages.

IN CONTEXT 

Chances are you will need to do at least some simple research to develop an idea to write about in

the first place. You might do the bulk of your research as you write your rough draft, though you will

almost certainly have to do more research based on the revisions that you decide to make to your

project.

There are two other things to think about in relation to a writing process that includes research:

Context of the project

Order of the steps

First, writing always takes place for some reason or purpose and within some context that potentially changes

the way you approach the process.

 EXAMPLE  The process that you will go through in writing for this class will be different from the
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process you would go through in responding to an essay question on a Sociology midterm, or in

sending an email to a friend. This is true in part because your purposes for writing these various types

of texts are simply different.

Second, the process of writing isn’t quite as linear and straightforward as it might seem. Writers generally start
by coming up with an idea, but often go back to that original idea and make changes to it after they write
several drafts, do research, talk with others, and so on.

Thus, the writing process might be more accurately represented like this:

Instead of thinking of the writing process as an ordered list, you should think of it more as a “web” where
different points can and do connect with each other in many ways, and as a process that changes according
to the demands of each writing project.

⭐  BIG IDEA

While writers do follow the steps in the writing process in order (from coming up with an idea all the way

to proofreading) for some projects, they also find themselves following the writing process out of order for

other projects. That’s okay. The key thing to remember about the writing process is that it is made up of

many different steps, and writers are rarely successful if they “just write” without following some sort of

plan.

  

In this lesson, you learned that the qualities of academic research writing include a thesis that

expresses the main idea of the essay, evidence that uses researched facts and details to support the

thesis, and citations that tell the reader where those facts came from. You also learned that the

process of research writing is not always linear; in fact, the order of the steps you take in this process

will depend on the purpose and context of your particular project. 

Best of luck in your learning!

SUMMARY
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Source: This content has been adapted from Lumen Learning's "Academic Research Writing: What is it?"
tutorial.

  

Citation

An indication that words, ideas, or facts came from another source.

Evidence

Facts and details that support an argument.

Research Writing

Writing that uses evidence (from journals, books, magazines, the Internet, experts, etc.) to persuade or

inform an audience about a particular point.

Thesis Statement

The controlling idea of a piece of writing, expressed in a single sentence.

TERMS TO KNOW
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