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In this lesson, you will learn about the Future of Nursing Report from the Institute of Medicine.

Specifically, this lesson will cover these topics:

1. The Report

2. Needs

3. Underrepresentation

1. The Report

The Institute of Medicine (IOM) Future of Nursing Report has long served as a tool to advance the profession

of nursing in anticipation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). With the passage of the ACA, millions more

Americans gained access to healthcare, increasing the need for registered nurses to care for a diverse

population in new ways.

2. Needs

One of the four key messages from the 2011 IOM report was that nurses need to be “full partners with

physicians and other health professionals, in redesigning healthcare in the United States” (The Institute of

Medicine, 2011). To be full partners in healthcare redesign, nurses need leadership skills and to be in

leadership positions. The IOM reports that few nurses are in leadership roles in healthcare settings and on

private boards of directors. The report provides strategies to increase nurse leadership at all levels.

3. Underrepresentation

The IOM also acknowledges that minorities are underrepresented in the profession of nursing (The Institute of

Medicine, 2011). Professional underrepresentation coupled with a small number of nurses in leadership

positions contribute to an even smaller number of members of racial and ethnic minorities in nursing and

healthcare leadership. Understanding the demographics of the population and the profession of nursing will
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help lay the foundation for addressing the scarcity of minority nurse leaders in healthcare.
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Support

If you are struggling with a concept or terminology in the course, you may contact

NurseLeaderSupport@capella.edu for assistance.

If you are having technical issues, please contact learningcoach@sophia.org.
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