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In this lesson, you will learn about one of the elements of the basic speech communication model.

Specifically, this lesson will cover:

1. Elements of Speech Communication: The Message

1. Elements of Speech Communication: The
Message

No matter which model of communication you study, every model includes the most important element of all:

the message. You can't have communication without a message. The word "message" actually comes from

the Latin mittere, "to send." The message is fundamental to communication.

With regard to public speaking and speech communication, your speech is your message. But you may have

other intentions for your speech as well: the message behind the message. Perhaps you have a singular goal,

point or emotion you want your audience to feel and understand. Every single word that you use to craft your

speech then, works to achieve that singular goal, point or emotion.

As the sender, the speechwriter and speech giver, you may also be getting messages back from your

receivers: your audience. This is what's known as feedback, when the receiver sends a message of response
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back to the sender. In this way, messaging becomes a dynamic conversation of feedback as the sender sends

his or her message to his or her audience, receives feedback from the audience, and then adjusts the

message accordingly based on said feedback.

Messages can be sent both verbally and non-verbally. You can say one thing with your words, but depending

on how you say it and the non-verbal cues such as posture and eye contact, you may send an entirely

different message to your audience. That said, it's important to consider all aspects of your overall message,

from verbal to non-verbal to the meaning and message behind the message, when crafting your speech.

  TERM TO KNOW

Message

A communication, or what is communicated; any concept or information conveyed.

  

In this lesson, you learned that with regard to speech communication, your speech is your message.

Your audience, the receiver, may send you a message in response to your message in the form of

feedback. Messages consist of both verbal and non-verbal elements. Your words and how you deliver

them equally make up the balance of your message.

Source: Source: Boundless. "Message." Boundless Communications Boundless, 27 Feb. 2017. Retrieved 26

Jun. 2017 from https://www.boundless.com/communications/textbooks/boundless-communications-

textbook/introduction-to-public-speaking-1/elements-of-speech-communication-21/message-97-4184/

  

Message

A communication, or what is communicated; any concept or information conveyed.

SUMMARY
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