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WHAT'S COVERED

In this lesson, you will learn about the difference between persuasive and informative speeches.
Specifically, this lesson will cover:

1. Persuasive vs. Informative Speaking

1. Persuasive vs. Informative Speaking

Informative (or informational) and persuasive speaking are related, but distinct, types of speeches. The
difference between the two lies in the speaker's end goal and what the speaker wants the audience to leave
with.

Informative speeches are probably the most prevalent variety of speech. The goal is always to supply
information and facts to the audience. This information can come in the form of statistics, facts, or other forms
of evidence. Informational speeches do not tell people what to do with the information; their goal is for the
audience to have and understand the information. Academic lectures are often informational speeches,

because the professor is attempting to present facts so the students can understand them.

Informational speeches may have a tendency to become overdrawn and boring. Their goal is not to excite the

audience members, but rather to provide them with knowledge they did not have before the speech.

Like informational speeches, persuasive speeches use information. However, persuasive speeches are
designed for the audience to not only hear and understand the information, but to use it to be convinced of a
viewpoint. The end goal of a persuasive speech is not for the audience to have information, but rather for
them to have a certain view. Persuasive speeches may use some of the same techniques as informational
speeches, but can also use emotions to convince the audience. A sales pitch is one example of a persuasive

speech.

A common cry against certain persuasive speeches is that they rely too much on emotion and not enough on
facts. A persuasive speech that succeeds in convincing the audience to accept a view but is based on faulty
or misleading information is unethical.

B TERM TO KNOW

Informative

Providing knowledge, especially useful or interesting information.
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SUMMARY

In this lesson, you learned that informative speeches (or informational speeches) seek to provide
facts, statistics, or general evidence. They are primarily concerned with the transmission of
knowledge to the audience. Persuasive speeches are designed to convince the audience that a
certain viewpoint is correct. In doing so, the speaker may utilize information. Informative and

persuasive speeches are exemplified by academic lectures and sales pitches, respectively.

Source: Boundless. "Persuasive vs. Informative Speaking." Boundless Communications Boundless, 17 Mar.
2017. Retrieved 22 May. 2017 from https://www.boundless.com/communications/textbooks/boundless-
communications-textbook/persuasive-speaking-14/introduction-to-persuasive-speaking-72/persuasive-vs-
informative-speaking-284-8000/

a TERMS TO KNOW

Informative
Providing knowledge, especially useful or interesting information.
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