Sophia

Searching the Internet

by Sophia

WHAT'S COVERED

In this lesson, you will learn where you can search for information on the internet and review
strategies to help you get the results you want. You will also see how efficient web searches can

increase your productivity.

Specifically, this lesson will cover:
1. Search Sites and Search Engines
2. Effective Searching Strategies
3. Your Search Results
a. Filters

b. Check for Reliability

1. Search Sites and Search Engines

There is a tremendous amount of information on the internet. Search sites are special websites that use
search engines to help you find what you are looking for online. You may hear someone use the terms search
site and search engine to mean the same thing, but that is not exactly true. Search engines are actually
software and it is this software that that allows search sites to work.

You have most likely heard of or used some of the popular search sites below.

© 2022 SOPHIA Learning, LLC. SOPHIA is a registered trademark of SOPHIA Learning, LLC. Page 1



vahooZsearch

Google
= Microsoft Bing AOI.

Like browsers, you most likely have a favorite search site. By using your favorite website frequently, it will use
algorithms to remember what websites have been useful for you. For instance, if you study history and you
search “Africa,” you will likely find articles about the history of Africa. Conversely, you may have a friend who
frequently travels. They could also use Google to search “Africa” and would likely find article related to travel
to Africa. By using the same search engine, your searches will provide results that are relevant to the

information you’re seeking and will save you time.

IN CONTEXT

Navigating search engines effectively will help you quickly find the information you need. For
instance, imagine that you’re preparing to graduate and are looking for a job. Search engines can
help you find job opportunities, research companies to which you’re interested in applying, network

with others in the field, and create an online professional portfolio.

Add video: (Strayer Week 2) Description of company that connects women who have been out of the
workforce with employers

B TERMS TO KNOW

Search Site

Websites that use search engines to help users locate specific information on the internet.

Search Engine
Software programs used by search sites to find relevant internet content based on users’ search
terms.

2. Effective Searching Strategies

While you'll likely eventually obtain relevant results with a search engine, there are practices you can put in
place to find these results more quickly, increasing your fslgefe[8[eti\Y1aV
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e Use multiple keywords

e To use the previous example, you may do a search on Africa. However, you’ll obtain more accurate

results if you use multiple keywords, such as “history of African music” or “hotels in South Africa.”
e Use keywords that are specific

e Forinstance, if you’re looking for a recipe for chili, you’ll obtain better results with “chili recipes” than
you would by simply searching for “chili.” You can narrow down your search even more if you'd like,
for instance, “dairy-free chili recipes” or “spicy chili recipes.” Additionally, if you’re looking for the
definition of a word, such as “IP address,” you’ll want to search “definition of IP address” or “IP
address definition” rather than simply searching for “IP address.”

e Use synonyms

e |f you’re not obtaining the results you want, try using synonyms. If you’re trying to compare the best
household cleaner, you may try searching for “cleaner” or “disinfectant.”

e Stay neutral

e Avoid using comparative words such as “better,” “best,” “faster, et cetera. These terms will likely pull
up biased articles. For instance, searching for “iPhone best camera” will likely produce results
showing that the iPhone has the best camera of all smartphones, when this may not be the case.

Instead, a better search would be “best smartphone camera.” See the example below:

@© best iphone camera - Google © X +

= c @ google.com

ﬁ do iphones have the best camera X v Q i °

www.imore.com » best-iphone-photographers

swappa.com » blog » which-iphone-has-best-camera

he best camera? - Swappa Blog
Oct 15, 2020 — Best iPhone camera® rice - Best iPhone camera for daytim®
photography: iPhone XR ($355) - Best iPhone for TiRTo

and other viral videos ...

www.cbr.com » best-iphone-cameras

Bost iF'honcll' s{Undated 2020) - CER

Sep 23, 2020 — If you would like to enjoy the best iPhone camera in a compact unit, then the

ALL RESULTS ABOUT IPHONES
Apple iPhone 11 pro makes an excellent buy, Available in soft but
Review by Alan Blake

wwwi.pcmag.com » News s Mobile Phoy

Best for Photographers? | PCMag

www.pocket-lint.com »

Which is the best|

» Apple phone buysge

Best iPhone camera right now? The Unfortunate Truth About iPhone Cameras. This is an easy
question to answer, although the short answer is somewhat
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© best smartphone camera - Goo X +

= c @ google.com

=
ol
o

ﬁ best smartphone camera X

‘www.pcmag.com » Best Products » Mobile Phones

The Best(Camera Phones}for 2021 | PCMag

The Galaxy 521 Ultra delivers a high-gualifiguperzoom camera that truly works, supports
Samsung's excellent S Pen, and sets the bar fohsartphone features in ...

www.androidauthority.com » best-camera-phones-6706

The best(camera phoneslyou can get in 202T>4ndroid Authority

Feb 3, 2021 — These portable computers havegecome our main camerag, making phota quality
a priority when picking a new smartphone. That's witysye made

www digitaltrends_com » mobile » best-camera-phones

The Best(Camera Phoneslfer2021 | Digital Trends

Feb 12,2021 — iPhone 12 Pro Max. It's the biggest iPhone, =
1o boot. The new iPhone has the best camera on a smartphone, ...

amera is absolutely the best

ALL RESULTS ABOUT VARIOUS SMARTPHONE CAMERAS

‘www.cnet.com » news » best-camera-phone-for-2021

The best(Gamera phonlfer 2021<CK

Dec 24, 2020 — The best camera phone for 2021. Looking for the cameras you peedTight now?
This list was hand-picked by CNET editors. Patrick Holland

wwwi.creativeblog.com » features » best-camergphofe

The best(camera phones}ir2021 | Creative BleG

Nov 30, 2020 — 02. iPhone 12 Pro Max. The best smartphaefie camera for prbst people. Weight
228g | Dimensions: 160.8mm x 78.1mm x 7.4 ..

wwwi trustedreviews.com » The Best Lt

Best(camera phones|2021: 8 top smagtphone cameras

Mar 1, 2021 — Best camera phones 2021: 8 top gafartphone cameras. Trusted Reviews rates
and ranks the top smartphones to give our dgffitive verdict on

‘www.gsmarena.com > best_camerg#phones_buyers_gui...

Best(camera phones}Z020 - buyer's guide - GSMArena.com tests

Jan 5, 2021 — The Xiaomi Mi 10 Ultra would have been our top pick for this category as it offers

[ HINT

If you’re having trouble coming up with synonyms, you can use thesaurus.com

@ TERM TO KNOW

Keywords

Specific words or phrases associated with your topic in an internet search.

3. Your Search Results

Each search engine displays results in a particular way. Some may sort by date updated. Others may display
your results based on popularity. Regardless of the order of your results, there are ways to make sure you rely
on the most accurate and reliable sources.

3a. Filters
One way to find accurate search results is to use the filters on search engines. This will narrow your search to
just find the type of resource you’re looking for, such as an image or a news story. The image below shows

some filters in the Google search engine:

@ smartphone cameras - Google X +

= c

ﬁ smartphone cameras X $ Q i o

[ Q Al [ Imeges ¢ Shopping & News [ Videos i More } Settimg S FAVORITES BAR

About 204,000,000 results (0.90 seconds)

& google.com,

Using filters will provide you with the most relevant results for your search, saving you time and increasing
your [elgele[ilai\ViYA
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3b. Check for Reliability
One of the most important aspects to remember when searching the internet is that the internet contains a lot
of unreliable and biased information. While internet filters can help you narrow down your searches, they
won’t weed out unreliable results. Recognizing the signs of a trustworthy source can help you use the internet
to obtain relevant and accurate information. Reliable sources are generally government sources or sources
from highly credible and esteemed institutions. On the other hand, sites such as Wikipedia have web pages
that are not always written by credible writers.
In addition to using credible websites, you’'ll also want to check a variety of sources. If an issue tends to be
biased, such as a political issue, you’ll want to read various perspectives. Additionally, information on several
topics, such as technology, are updated quickly, so articles written even six months ago may be outdated.
Checking a variety of sources helps you obtain the most accurate and reliable information.

Using unreliable sources will cost you time in the long run because you will likely make decisions based on
inaccurate information. For instance, if you’re using search engines to prepare for a career, you may find
outdated information about the best steps you can take to maximize your chances of being offered a job. Or,
you may use unreliable sources to write a paper. In this case, the paper will likely be returned to you to write
again. You will save yourself a great deal of time and be more

by finding the most accurate sourced information.

> [@ Productivity: Apply Your Skill

You are looking for your next job. What types of search engines will you use to ensure that you are
being productive in this process? What keywords will you use? How will you determine that you are

obtaining the best information available?

SUMMARY

In this lesson, you learned the difference between search sites and search engines. You gained a
better understanding of the importance of effective search strategies. You also reviewed key factors
to consider when it comes to your search results. To get the results you want, you can usefilters.
Once you have some results, you then need to check for reliability to make sure you rely on
reputable and verified sources. Finally, you learned how the use of effective searches make you more

productive in your personal and professional life.

Happy searching!

a TERMS TO KNOW

Key Words
Specific words or phrases associated with your topic in an internet search.

Search Engine
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Software programs used by search sites to find relevant internet content based on users’ search terms.

Search Site
Websites that use search engines to help users locate specific information on the internet.
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