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In this lesson, you will learn about one of the elements of the basic speech communication model.

Specifically, this lesson will cover:

1. Elements of Speech Communication: The Speaker

1. Elements of Speech Communication: The
Speaker

The communication cycle offers a model for communication. In its simplest form, the cycle consists of a

sender, a message, and a recipient. Other models include the channel, which is the vehicle in which your

message travels. For the purposes of speech communication, the speaker is you!

The speaker is perhaps the second most important factor in the speech communication model, second only to

the message (your speech) itself. Let's take a step back and look at a very specific definition of the message

speaker, or sender:

WHAT'S COVERED
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A sender is someone who encodes and sends a message to a receiver through a particular channel.

The sender is the initiator of communication.

When you think about how you craft your speech, you're actually encoding your message. This doesn't mean

that your speech is laced with cryptic clues for your audience to determine the meaning and purpose, rather, it

gives you a way to think about your speech in a new light. Your message's recipient, the audience, will have

to decode your message. With their brainpower, experience, and intellect, they need to make sense of the

very message you're trying to deliver. This is why it's so valuable to understand the importance of your role as

speaker, as the initiator of communication in the delivery of your message.

When you are able to successfully communicate your message, that is, when the audience can decode your

message, then you have become a successful communicator.

  TERM TO KNOW

Sender

Someone who encodes and sends a message to a receiver through a particular channel; the initiator of

communication.

  

In this lesson, you learned that speech communication, in its simplest form, consists of a sender, a

message and a recipient. The speaker and sender are synonymous. The speaker is the initiator of

communication. Effective speakers are those who can most clearly delivery their message to their

recipients.

Source: Source: Boundless. "Speaker." Boundless Communications Boundless, 27 Feb. 2017. Retrieved 26

Jun. 2017 from https://www.boundless.com/communications/textbooks/boundless-communications-

textbook/introduction-to-public-speaking-1/elements-of-speech-communication-21/speaker-96-10668/

  

Sender

Someone who encodes and sends a message to a receiver through a particular channel; the initiator of

communication.

SUMMARY

TERMS TO KNOW
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