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WHAT'S COVERED

In this lesson, you will look at some variations of the informative speech model. Specifically, this

lesson will cover:
1. Types of Informative Speeches
a. Definition
b. Demonstration
c. Explanatory

d. Descriptive

1. Types of Informative Speeches

An informative speech is one that informs the audience. However, as should be clear, this general definition
demonstrates that there are many ways to inform an audience. Therefore, there are several types of

informative speeches.
The main types of informative speeches include:

e Definition
e Descriptive
e Explanatory

e Demonstration
1a. Definition

A definition speech explains the meaning, theory, or philosophy of a specific topic that the audience likely
does not know much about. The topics may be general, such as a sport, or highly specific, like a particular

person.

The main goal of this speech is to educate the audience so that they understand the main points regarding
this subject.

B TERM TO KNOW

Definition
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A statement expressing the essential nature of something; formulation.

1b. Demonstration

A demonstration speech explains how to do something. If you have ever sat through a lecture where a

teacher explained how to create a bibliography, then you have heard a demonstration speech.

Like most informative speeches, a how-to speech will likely use visual examples that show the audience how

to move from step to step through a particular activity.

Visualizations help the audience retain what each step looks like, increasing the likelihood that they will retain

the overall information of the speech.
1c. Explanatory
An explanatory speech might give a description of the state of a given topic.

@ EXAMPLE Consider the types of speeches that are given at industry conferences. The goal of these
speeches is for the speaker to inform the audience on a particular part of an industry. Commonly, these will
also utilize visualizations that give the audience a visual representation of the particular data or statistics

contained in the speech.

This is one way to condense highly complex information into an easily retainable package for the audience.
1d. Descriptive
A descriptive speech creates a vivid picture in a person's mind regarding an object, person, animal, or place.

@ EXAMPLE An archaeologist who has discovered a new temple in South America or a paleontologist
who believes they have found a new dinosaur may use a descriptive speech to inform an interested

audience about their recent discoveries.

BIG IDEA

As all of these types make clear, there are many ways that a given set of information can be communicated in
a speech. When deciding which type of informative speech you want to write and deliver, consider what you

want the audience to know about your topic.

B TERM TO KNOW

Description
A sketch or account of anything in words; a portraiture or representation in language; an enumeration of the
essential qualities of a thing or species.

SUMMARY

In this lesson, you learned that there are various types of informative speeches. A descriptive speech
helps the speaker create an accurate mental picture in the mind of the audience regarding a specific
person, place, or thing. A 'demonstration speech describes how to perform an action. An explanatory
speech explains the state of a topic. A definition speech explains a concept or theory regarding a
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topic.

Source: Boundless. "Types of Informative Speeches." Boundless Communications Boundless, 17 Mar. 2017.
Retrieved 20 May. 2017 from https://www.boundless.com/communications/textbooks/boundless-
communications-textbook/informative-speaking-13/introduction-to-informative-speaking-69/types-of-

informative-speeches-271-4193/

@ TERMS TO KNOW

Definition

A statement expressing the essential nature of something; formulation.

Description
A sketch or account of anything in words; a portraiture or representation in language; an enumeration of the
essential qualities of a thing or species.
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