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e=" WHAT'S COVERED

In this lesson, you will learn about further options for choosing a topic. Specifically, this lesson will

cover:

1. Your Areas of Interest

1. Your Areas of Interest

While most people are experts in certain areas, possessing highly specific knowledge, they also tend to have

areas that they might not know much about but have an interest in knowing more.

@ EXAMPLE One stamp might lead someone to be interested in stamp collecting. Or maybe you have

had a conversation with a friend who introduces you to an idea that interests you but you have not found

the time to thoroughly investigate it.

When trying to select the right topic for your speech, consider any areas that you are interested in.
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There are many advantages to searching in an area of interest for the topic of your speech. As you research
your topic, you will move from having an interest to having a good understanding. In this way, your journey will
mirror that of the audience who you will be speaking to. Your goal as the speaker is to make the audience
interested in the topic of your speech and then inform them about that topic through the course of your

speech.

When choosing a topic, think about an area that interests you. Then ask yourself some questions, like "Why do

I think this is interesting?" and "What specifically interests me about this topic?"

Follow through your initial sense of inquisitiveness and consider how you might recreate this sense of interest
in the speech, which would draw your audience in in a similar way to how you initially became interested in

the topic.

Then consider how you might enrich this interest by researching the area and learning more about it. The goal
of your speech is be to navigate the audience through the same journey you went through, from ill-informed
interest to informative understanding.

B TERM TO KNOW

Interest

A great attention and concern from someone or something; intellectual curiosity.

SUMMARY

In this lesson, you learned that you can consider your areas of interest when selecting a speech
topic. An interest is something that you are aware of but don't know much about. Think about what
intrigues you about the area you are interested in. Choosing something you are interested in as a

topic will likely turn you from a novice to an authority.

Source: Source: Boundless. "Your Areas of Interest." Boundless Communications Boundless, 3 Mar. 2017.
Retrieved 29 Jun. 2017 from https://www.boundless.com/communications/textbooks/boundless-
communications-textbook/choosing-a-topic-6/finding-and-selecting-a-topic-35/your-areas-of-interest-155-
4205/
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Interest

A great attention and concern from someone or something; intellectual curiosity.
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